RiverPath 1s going to try a change of 
format. The printing will be smaller, s0 we 
can fit more on a page. Thus fewer $Sheets 
will be used, printing costs will go down and 
SO will postage., Let me know how you like 
> & on 


I had a lovely time at Free Spirit 
Rising. One of the thrills was getting to 
meet in person some people with whom I had, 
until then, only corresponded, 

Lady Aradia, a co-president of Free 
Spirit Alliance and the head organizer of the 
festival really impressed me. I don't 
impress easy. Silver Raven, the editor of The 
WitchPress came in from Mechanicsburg PA. ; 
Deirdre Pulgram Arthen and Andras Corban 
Arthen were there, as well as other members 
of the EarthSpirit Community. 

On Saturday night, after the closing 
ritual, these people and others found them- 
selves involved in discussing the 188sues 
which concern us as individual Pagans and, 
perhaps even more importantly, as members of 
a vital and growing Pagan community. When 
the discussion broke up in the wee-hours, I 
went to my bed feeling as though a very 
important door had open in the space of both 
maqickal and mundane possiblities. 

For many years now, I have ins1isted that 
being a Pagan, as well as being a Witch, 
means more than having different god-forms 
and holding to alternative belief systems 
other than the mundane. It also means that 
we have a different world view, a distinctive 
relational and pyschological structure and a 
unique folk culture. I believe it means 
that, because we identify ourselves as 
Witches and/or Pagans, we are presently 
involved in developing and maintaining a 
wholesome and self-supportive community. My 
personal belief-system (aka "my guts®) tells 
me that the survival of the Earth and the 
continuation of the meaningful enterprise of 
humanity is inextricably connected with that 
community. Me are the leaven which will 
enable the "bread" to rise and without us, I 
see little hope. 

Of course everyone wants to feel that 
they are uniquely important to the universe. 
Perhaps that explains my intuition of 
Paganism being somehow central to the matter. 
Be that as 1t may, I strongly believe that 
the future of meaningful sentient life on 
this Mother Earth depends not so much on 


technological breakthroughs, medical advance- 
ments or Space travel and colonization as it 
does on a fundamental change in the psycho- 
logical and theological belief systems of the 
Sentient inhabitants. Monotheisim and other 
power-over belief systems must be replaced by 
belief-systems which empower the individual 
rather than dis-empower her and him. Guilt 
must be replaced by responsibility; 
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punishment must be replaced by discipline. 
People must be valued for what they are, not 
for what some set of "divine' laws says they 
Should or must be. The hideous concept of 
original sin must be discarded along with the 
1deoloqy which professes a bifrucation of the 
SPlrit and body, in which the body beomes 
dirty and only a transcendence of the spirit 
over the body can "save"® an individual. 
Possibilities must be explored rather than 
ignored; alternative ways in which to form 
relationships, social units and cultural 
structures must be implemented and we must 
return to the concept of being one with the 
Earth rather than apart from and above or 
Superior to Her. Those fundamental changes 
are already taking place with in the Pagan 
community. 

Therefore, a cohesive Pagan community is 
important to all of us, whether we are 
Solitaries, or coven members. Regardless of 
our background and orientation and whether or 
not we are affilitated with "standard®" groups 
Or any of the other "eclectic" groups, the 
concept of a Pagan community and the 1issues 
which concern it are of siqnificance to all. 
Issues like: What can we do to restore the 
eco-systems? What can be done about the 
weapons proliferation problem? Is there an 
ethical solution to the impending doom from 
over-population? We must take seriously 
18Sues concerning the ethics and morality of 
power; of leadership; the problems of money, 
Salaries and the shoulds and should-nots of 
charging for goods and services. The issues 
of training and credibility; of inner com- 
munity social control of inappropriate or 
dangerous behavior; the 18ssues of providing 
meaningful therapy and counseling for our own 
and resources for those among us who are 
Suffering from reversals in life, all of 
these and more are being discussed and looked 
at by the emminent leaders and thinkers of 
the Pagan community nationwide. 

My intuition tells me that we stand at 
the crossroads of incredible possibility for 


change and growth. We must grasp the moment 
and use it fully, before the Wheel turns and 
Atropos cuts the thread. IT also believe that 
1f the people lead, the leaders will follow. 
Whether you are a group leader or a member, 
come forward with your opinions. If you are 
s0litary and yet wish to contribute to the 
opportunity, come forward with your opinions. 
If you have questions, ask them; if you have 
answers, state them, but please don't sit 
quietly like a good little cowan and let the 
magick dribble away through your hands. 

I want to hear from you; the other group 
leaders and the Pagan writers and editors 
want to hear from you. 

Blessed Be ... 
M*R* 
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NOTICE= IMPORTANT CHANGE FROM LAST ISSUE!!! 

The PhilANOR General meeting will start 
at 6:30 PM on Saturday, Aug. 12th. The last 
issue stated 7:30. Please note, the change 
is to 6:30, The Meeting will be held at the 
Unitarian Church 22nd and Chestnut, 
Philadelphia PA. Call 622-1214 or 441--8341 
for futher information. 


Explanation of standard RiverPath terms 
and abbreviations. 

An aquaintance suggested that I explain 
Some of the terms that are sometimes used in 
this paper. She pointed out that a term 
which is perfectly comprehesible to me may be 
a complete mystery to someone else. SO ... 

Xian: Christian; 

cowan: anyone who 1s not Pagan; 

mundane: the culturally agreed-upon 
world, such as 1s often portrayed on 
televisilon. 

HPS/HP: High Priestess/High Priest, 
people who have trained for and received 
their third deqree if their trad 1s 
initiatory in mandate, otherwise established 
leaders of a coven/gqroup. 

Trad: tradition of practices and folk 
beliefs/culture. 

Lady: an honorific for a HPS, otherwise 
meaning Goddess. 


Wicca: male Witches 

Wicce: female Witches 

Witch: a Pagan who follows a particualr 
path of |study and service; sometimes thought 
of as Pagan clerqy. A rehabilitated word. 
See Andras Corban's "The Witch as Shaman" 
Fireheart springq/summer '89 for an 
1nteresting view. 

Magic: pulling rabbits out of hats 

Magick: the intelligent use of natural 
energies and abilites to make emotional, 
mental, Spiritual and physical changes in 
one's own reality and in the reality of 
others". 

Z=-J=X: Zorastrian-Judeo-Xxian belief 
System. 


CALENDAR OF IMPORTANT DATES 

25 Crone Moon 
28-30 Ecumenicon, Colleqe Park MD (301) 

345-6700 

Dark Moon, Traditional Lammas 

Maiden Moon 

Ph1ilANOR General Meeting, 

Philadelphia, 622-1214 


Lammas Bread Bake, MotherChant, 441-8341 


Mother Moon 


Total lunar Eclipse (No magick workings now!) 


Crone Moon, Lunar Lammas 


AmeriIind Nation Pow-Wow, AAIN 250 MW. 57th #1609, 


New York, NY. 10019 


Dark Moon. 


Partial solar eclipse. (do (ritual to give up 


The RiverPath Newsletter is printed six 
(6) times a year on the following schedule. 


Issue Pub. date Submiss1ion deadline 
Pre-Samhain Oct.: 1 Sept. 21. 
Pre-Yule Dec. 1 Nov. 21 
Pre-Imbolg#* Jan. 21 Jan. 10 
Pre-Beltaine April 1 Mar. 21 
Pre-Litha June 1 May 21 
Pre-Lammas * July 21 July 10 
_ There will not be special networking 
15SUues. Instead networking Sheets go out in 
the * 188ues and are printed the next issue. 
This 1SSue has a networking Sheet in it. 
RiverPath 1s the networking newsletter 
of Ph1ilANOR. The Opinions expressed here-in 
do not necessarily reflect the Opinions of 
the members of PhilANOR. Both RiverPath and 
Ph1lANOR are non-profit organizations. NO 
Salary or tangible compensation of any kind 
158 given to anyone who writes or edits this 


rag. RiverPath owns no assests, except half 
of a file cabinet. 


SILVERMIST 
$322 
Trumbauersville 


PO Box 2283 N PA 18970 


UpperDarby , PA NT, 
19082 


TOUCHSTONE: a Dianic Coven 
can be contacted at 

4653 Hazel Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19143 


MotherChant 
PO Box $544 
Horsham. PA 


19044-0544 
FP 
At/s 


MaidenHill 

PO Box 41101 

Philadelphia, PA 
19121] 
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anything like smoking, obsessive love affair etc. now.) 


Maiden Moon 


Mother Moon; Memorial for the Burning Times 


MotherChant, Horsham PA. 441-8341 
Crone Moon 
Mabon 


Dark Moon. Tentative meeting to work on PhilANOR 


Samhain Ball. 


MOTHERCHANT LAMMAS BREAD BAKE 
| Aug. 13, 1989 

The Lammas Bread Bake 1s a function of 
MotherChant Coven and is not a PhilANOR 
function. The ritual and party are open to 
anyone who is: Pagan or of a sympathetic 
mind to Paganism; lets us know they are 
coming; and is willing to abide by our rules. 
The Bread Bake will be held on Aug. 13th, a 
Sunday, and we will get started about 12:30 
in the afternoon. The party lasts all 
afternoon and evening; camping Space for four 
or five tents 1s available. The site is the 
farm of two MotherChant members, Chala and 
Ba'gheera. Directions are available either 
by writing to MotherChant, PO Box $544, 
Horsham, PA. 19044 by no later than Aug. 5, 
or by calling Chala or Ba'gheera. All phone 
numbers are listed at the end of this 
information. 


Be ready for heat. Last year the 
temperature went to the high 90's. Shade 1s 
available but not a/c. Clothing is mandatory 
Since the farm is located mere feet from a 
tarred road. Ritual garb 1s ok. 


There will be three rituals. They 
involve baking bread in a 150-year-o1ld stone 
oven. During the rituals we will make our- 
selves one with the forces of the Barley King 
and Goddess. 

The first ritual, the fire ritual, 
invokes the fire within all of us. Durirg 
this ritual the symbolic manifestation of the 
Barley King will be carry and nourish the 
flame of Life. 

During the second ritual, Goddess- 


within-all takes the life-force of the Barley 
King and deposits it within the fiery womb 
(oven). 

In the final ritual, She will deliver 
the Bread of Life from the womb and gives it 
to Her children that they may prosper and the 
harvest be safely gathered into the 
granaries.” In these magickal processes we 
wlll collect, concentrate and focus magickal 
energies for the empowerment of ourselves and 
others so that we may gather into our own 
personal granaries the resources that are 
necessary for our mental, emotional, psychic 
and material well being. Please come 
prepared for the magick to work, for it will. 
Please don't be impatient. The ritual cycle 
takes a while, since bread baking takes a 
while. 


We have room in the oven for fourteen 
full-size Standard loaves. Since space is 
limited you must reserve a slot for your 
loaf. Bring your dough in the pan ready for 
the oven. We have found that chilled and 
even frozen dough, carried in a cooler, will 
be ready for the oven by the time the fire is 
raked out. Bread dough that has over-risen 
can be punched down and reformed. Have your 
pans and Sheets marked. Freezer tape doesn't 
burn off, for some reason. 


In the times between the firing of the 
oven (the first ritual) and putting the bread 
1n the oven (the second ritual) and finally 
eating the bread, (the third and major 
ritual) we intend to have music, dancing, and 
a couple of short work shops (one hopefully 
to keep the kidlets busy). 


: $ > you don't want to bring bread dough, 
we are asking that you bring some other kind 


. of picnic-y type of food or drink, enough to 


Share with 7 or 8 people. Beer is 
traditional at Lammas (beer was a by-product 
of bread, or was it the other way arour1A?!) 
but lemonade, ice tea and wine are also 
appropriate. The less s$Sugar, the better. 
Please call Chala or Ba'qheera and let them 
know if you are bringing bread, what kind of 
bread, or what you are bringing instead. 
Please let them know no later than Aug. 7th. 
If you are vegetarian we must know £o00n. 


Mus1icians, drummers and other performers 
are very welcome. If you want to join the 


Jam group get in touch with Kokopelli. The 
interim periods between the rituals are 
critical and music is the best way of keeping 
the energy flowing. 


Things to bring: Blankets or folding 
chairs on which to sit and paper plates and 
cups. (No styrofoam, please! One styro cup 
destroys a cubic yard of ozone when crushed.) 
Also, bug spray and SUNBLOCK!!!!. We 
recommend a long-sleeved s$Shirt as well as a 
short-sleeved outfit. 


We expect willingness to participate in 
the ritual and to remain inside the confines 
of the circle once it has been cast. If this 
is your first public ritual, please be aware 
that talking or whispering after the circle 
has been cast is poor manners. Silence and 
attentiveness within the circle are required. 
If the dog barks or the kids scream, 1gnore 
them. Someone will take care of it. During 
the ritual you may feel tense or nervous; 
that's ok, Just don't make Jokes or do 
anything else that will disrupt the energy. 

After the ritual, make sure you are 
grounded. Follow the grounding instructions. 
If you need more grounding, lie on the 
ground, hug a tree or pet a cat. If you 
Still feel whee-ed up, nervous, tingly or 


Jumpy, or headache-y see me before you leave 


and I will personally make $Sure you are 
grounded. 


MOTHERCHANT RULES 
Some of these may seem very draconian, 
but I and my coven take the Rede "An' it harm 
none ..." very seriously. 


We expect everyone to behave within the 
bounds of common Social courtesy. For 
example, unless you are certain of your 
welcome, ask before hugging and kissing. Be 
Sure to ask the people around you before 
Smoking. 


The septic system is finite, so limit 
use of paper and please put all sanitary 
products in the brown baqs so marked. 

Please use the porta-potti if possible. A 
donation of two dollars per person over age 
10 is s8uqqested to cover the porta-potti 
rental. 

No nudity at this site. Skimpy clothing 
18s ok, 


If you are under 18, please be 
accompanied by an adult or have a notarized 
note from your parent or guardian, Saying 
that (a) you have permiss1ion to attend 
Motherchant's Lammas Bread Bake, and (b) in 
the case of a medical emergency, the 
organizers of the event have the authority to 
obtain any necessary emergency medical 
asSistance for you. 


No illegal |substances. Because we are 
public, we have to be especially careful to 
be law-abiding. If you are under 21, please 
do not drink any alcohol. 


No weapons. (A ritual athame is OK.) 
No aggresslon. Drunkenness is no excuse. We 
Will expel anyone who becomes violent or 
obnoxious. 

If you intend to drink, please have a 
designated driver. I WILL NOT ALLOW MY 
FRIENDS TO DRIVE DRUNK. 


The bread bake 1s an opportunity to get 
1n touch with the earth and the raw 
experience of making one's own food. It can 
be messy and itchy and hot. It is always 
wonderful and empowering. IT extend to you my 
personal invitation to come and s$share the 
maqick. 


Lady Maeve Rhea, MotherChant 
Chala=215-845-2834; 
Kokopelli-215-368-1398 
Maeve Rhea=215-441-8341 


LOOK FOR THE GREEN BALLONS 
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Pidaddohia bus Naluok of Od Religions 
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PhilAnor has a pamphlet which 
explains who and what we are about. The art 
work 1s by Lady. Nayan of HearthStone and 
sSymbolizes many of the Pagan traditions to 
found amoung the members of Ph1ilANOR. To 
receive a Copy, which you may reprint with 
permission, send a SASE to this newsletter. 


Networking: 
Greyfoxs: 

Solitary Native American Indian, single; 
teetotaler; short, s lender and sensitive, 
into camping, hiking, quantum physics, Mensa, 
Morita, feminism, SF; seeks mate. 

Please write: Greyfox 
907 Iroquios Covrt 
Harrisburq, PA 17109 


Melia: 

I am interested in starting or joining a 
Goddess oriented or balanced Goddess /God 
coven in the West Chester Area. Please 
Contact me at: 

117 W. Chestnut 
West Chester, Pa 19380. 


Siobhra: 

I follow a Celtic Path and call myself a 
Witch. I desire contact with others of like 
mind in Eastern PA, NJ. 

Please Write: 
PO Box 261 


Chalfont, PA 18914-0261 


Novice Green Witch: 

Ecoloqically concerned female who 1s 
young, practical and Pagan $seeks 
correspondence from like minded people. 
Interests include herbs, poetry, Celtic 
folklore, dreams, magic and Deep Ecology. 
Write: Blind Address Service 

#NGW1 


Female Solitary Seeking a Coven In the King 
Of Prussia Area: 

I am Seeking a coven to aid in my 
developement. I have been quite electic and 
Solitary until now and believe that the 
chance to exchange information and have 
guidence and support would be benefical. 
Please write: Blind Address Service 

#RGT=-26 


Erlynn: 

I am a 8solitary Witch who seeks 
correspondence and possible apprenticeship 
with a serious mentor in Philadelpia or 
Surrounding areas.. I have been studying for 
Several years, interested in herbalism and 
crystal work. 

Please Write: Blind Address Service 
#GSG-48 


Happinessz 
Interested in networking with 
individuals on the NJ s1de of the Delaware 
# HJL=-40 
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THE RIVERPATH 
PO Box 544 
Horsham, PA 19044 


Name : 


Networking ad: 


Address: 


1 year Subscription $6.00 
— Networking Issues 2.50 


Make check or money order payable to RiverPath Network. 


Samhain Ritual and Ball planned for 
Philadlephia on Oct. 31 


Mark your calendars for Oct. 31 and make 
arranqements to take Nov. 1 off from work. 
PhilANOR 1is planning to hold a Samhain Ritual 
and Ball in center city Philadelphia. While 
the Ball is not yet officially offical, it 1s 
time to start talking about the who, what and 
where's of the event. 

Who will be invited? If you get this 
newsletter; or you are a member of PhilANOR; 
or you are Pagan or Wiccan in the area, or 
Just visiting; or you are a sincere seeker, 


you are invited. 

There will be a solemn ritual, and we ask 
that everyone arrive in a clear state of mind. 
Samhain 1s our High Holy Day, the time out of 
time, the day of no year. We wish to keep it 
Sacred, Merry making will come after the 
ritual 1s completed. Ceremonial robes, 
Jewelry and finery are in order, but except 
for athames, no weapon display 1s allowed. 

There will be food and drink. A hors 
d' oeuvre buffet 1s planned. Every person who 
comes Will be asked to bring enough of one 
edible to feed ten people, or to quench the 
thirst of 6, Those of you who can't/don't 
cook can help by bring napkins, paper cups and 
plates for your donation. No styrofoam though 
please. One crushed styrofoam cup destroys a 
cubic yard of ozone. If you are not sure what 
to bring please call 441-8341 and I'11 be glad 
5 tell you. I love telling people what to 

O. 

Please keep in mind that there will be a 
door fee. The space did not come free and we 
have to cover the rental. If you really can 
not afford the fee which is estimated to be 
$5.00 for PhilANOR members and $10.00 for 
those who are not, Just Say SO, Goddess 15s » 
never Cheated and She is the only one who will 
Judge. We will trust you implicitly. , 

After the ritual, there will be music, 
dancing and a costume judging. Prizes will 
be offered in the following possible 
categories: 

1. Most original Solemn/eleqant. 

2, Most authentic historical 

mythological. 

3, Most original humorous "decent" 

4, Most original humorous "obscene" 

Since this is the Holiest of our Holy Days, 
we really hope that you will not wear 
costumes which perpetuate the stereotypical 
hideousness of Xian halloween. No rotting 
ghouls, no monsters from the cinema (unless 
you can do a good 'Nessie or "Phantom,") no 
Xain images at all, please. The WitchPress 
has already donated one of the prizes. If 
you have a prize, or a good idea for a prize, 
call me. We are also in need of impartial 
Judges. Please call Obsidian at (215) 387- 
0255 and volunteer to Judge 1f you are not 
going to be in the running yourself. 

Since we Will be in a public place and 
restricted by the ordinances of the City of 
Philadelphia and the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, we are asking that you arrive 


and. keeve fully clothe. 


The foyer is available for smokers, but 
Jenny Goat Gruff and the Troll who let you in 
are going to be very loathe to let you run in 
and out. | 

Alcholic substances will not be served 
to minors, and because of the nature of this 
ritual and ball, young children may £11.4 it 
neither appropriate nor interesting. 

Do you have a musical act that you would 
be willing to $|share with us? Call Kokopelli 
at (215) 368-1398 and let him know the 
particulars and any Special arrangements you 
might have to make. Is anyone out there a DJ 
who would be willing to spin discs for free 
entry and noshes? Again, please call 
Kokopellli. 

Free entry is available for those brave 
and considerate souls who are willing to stay 
after and help us clean up. Call 622-1214 
and volunteer. 

I think I'11 qo as a Witch, how about 


you? 


Networking Response Sheet 
Please fill this out and return it to 
The RiverPath Newsletter as soon as possible. 
Check 1f you want the blind address service. 
We recommend that you use craft names. 


Name : 
Addresss: 


Information: (please limit ad to 30 words) 


I/We hereby give The RiverPath 
Newsletter permission to publish the above 
1nformatlon. 


S1gnature date 


Yes, 1 want the blind address service 


je fones ”] 
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Crystal/Shamanistic Bags 
$3.50 & $5.00. Special 
Rates for RiverPath Readers 
Call (717) 333-4696 or write 
Meara, RD 2, Box 172 
Tunkhannock, PA 18657 


JOURNALS, MAGAZINES AND NEWSLETTERS 


WITCHPRESS p 
has notified me that | HARVEST 


-nnaJ { a0 _— SUubscCription i 7 A Neo-Pagan Journal 
cost, end three (3 ; 
first class stamps pad Published 8 times per year Since 

THE WITCHPRESS i October, 1980. Runs 34 pages in an 8 

PO BOX 1392 T 1/2 x 11 format. Contains articles, 

MECHANICSBURG, PA news, networking, festival listings, 

e opinions, & ideas for the Neo-Pagan 

& Wiccan community. For a Sample 
copy. Send $2 to Harvest, P.O. Box 
228, S. Framingham, MA 01701, 
U.S.A. 


Subscriptions area $11 per year (U.S., 
Bulk Mail), $15 (U.S., First Class 
| Mail), $17 (Canada and Mexico), $25 
\N «x elSewnhere. 
\ P ; 
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Ar nDratockt Fein... 


«= is the largest Neopagan Druid organization in the | 
world. 
has the toughest and most comprehensive clergy 
training program of any Neopagan tradition. 
is headed by P.E.I. Bonewits, reknowned oc- 
cultist, priest, and bard — author of Real Magic, 
The Druid Chronicles Evolved, etc. 
enacts its motto of "Why not excellence?” in 
scholarship, liturgy, and the arts. 
is difficult to spell and im- 


possible to pronounce! 


For more details, send an SASE 
to: A.D.F. Info, Box 1022-X2, 
Nyack, NY, USA, 10960. 


...A Druid Fellowship 
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A QUARTERLY JOURNAL OF MAGICK & WITCHCRAFT 
[- $8.00 / Year PQ BOX 624 Monroeville. Pa. 15146 
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Almathean Horn 

PO Box 5511 

Pasedena, California 
91117 

Monthly, $15.00 


Free Spirit Rising Temple of the Eternal 

PO Box 5358 PO Box 219 Light 

Laurel, MD. 20707 Mt. Horeb., Wisconsin 9328 E. Fifth Street 

$8.00 per year $3572 Brooklyn, NY 11230 
Quarterly, $9.00 


co 
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THE TRELLIS 1s a publication of ROSEMOON GUILD, P. O. Box 
1957, Lexington, Kentucky 40593-1957. Copyriqht ©1989, 
by Rosemoon Guild. 


(215) 923-5264 


HAND OF ARIES 


SPIRITUAL PARAPHERNALIA 
BOOKS + TAROT CARDS + GODDESS JEWELRY 


H. ANN N. DUCKWORTH 620 SO. FOURTH STREETESI 
Owner PHILADELPHIA, PA 19147 V2 
a 


2329 PACKARD AVENUE 
HUNTING DON VALLEY 
PENNSYLVANIA 1 9006 


(215) 947-2240 


BOX 544, HORSHAM, PA. 
19044-0544 
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